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writings,l " When I read his treatise Of the Creation, I seem to behold
my Creator striking all things out of nothing; when I run over his writings
against the heretics, methinks the fire of Sodom sparkles in my view, flashes
upon the enemies of the faith, and consumes their criminal tongues to
ashes. When I consider his treatise of the Holy Ghost, I find the God
working within me, and I am no longer afraid of publishing aloud the
truth; when I look into the Explications of the Holy Scripture, I dive
into the most profound abyss of mysteries. His panegyrics of the martyrs
make me to despise my body, and to seem animated with the same noble
ardour of battle. His moral discourses assist me to purify both my body
and soul, that I may become a worthy temple of God and an instrument
of his praises, to make known his glory and his power,

St Basil was justly admired, not so much for his extraordinary learning
and eloquence as for his profound humility and eminent zeal and piety.
This is the only true greatness.

The following feasts are celebrated, on June 14 :

ST BASIL THE GREAT : ST DOCMAEL, honoured in Brittany under the name of ST TOEL :
ST METHODIUS, Patriarch of Constantinople, a learned Sicilian who forsook the world and built
a monastery, before he was called to the see of Constantinople: ST NENNUS or NEHEMIAS of
Ireland, of the family of the O'Birns: ST PSALMODIUS of Ireland, who renounced the world
under the discipline of St Brendan: ST RUFINUS and ST VALERIUS, overseers of the imperial
taxes near the river Vesle in Soissons; they were Christians of eminent piety, and were racked,
torn with scourges, and finally beheaded on the high road to Soissons, in the third age.
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SAINTS VITUS, OR GUY, CRESCENTIA, AND MODESTUS,

MARTYRS

IN   THE   BEGINNING   OF   THE   FOURTH   CENTURY
[See Collections of Papebroke, t. ii. Junii, p. 1013.]

THESE saints are mentioned with distinction in the ancient Martyrologies.
According to their acts, they were natives of Sicily. Vitus, or Guy, was a
child nobly born, who had the happiness to be instructed in the faith and
inspired with the most perfect sentiments of his religion by his Christian
nurse, named Crescentia, and her faithful husband Modestus. His father
Hylas was extremely incensed when he discovered the child's invincible
aversion to idolatry; and finding him not to be overcome by stripes and
such-like chastisements, he delivered him up to Valerian, the governor,
who in vain tried all his arts to work him into compliance with his father's
will and the emperor's edicts. He escaped out of their hands and, together
with Crescentia and Modestus, fled into Italy, They there met with the
crown of martyrdom in Lucania, in the persecution of Diocletian.^ The
heroic spirit of martyrdom which we admire in St Vitus was owing to

* Or. 20.
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